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Director, FBI

%

U, S. SEYATE SELECT COMMITIEE
ON INTEI/IGENCE ACTIVITIES (SsC)

Reference is made to the November 26, 1975, request
of the SSC for information, in summary form, relating to S
instances in which information cobtained by the FBI was used o
effectively to prevent violence, L

inclosed for your approval and forwarding to the et
SSC is a memorandum in response to that request. A copy of
K the memorandum is furnished for your records.

-

It is noted that the aforvementioned request wgs ﬁ/ -
received by the FBI on December 9, 1975, 1In view of th

( AN
(PP R

o indicated urgency of the request, the enclosed memorand

¥ based on readily available summaries of information be".Lleved

‘ responsive and/or pertinent, has been prepared. It has not - <
been possible within the limited time available to locate NGRS

and examine documents underlying the events described., It
is not, therefore, known whether or not such underlying

3 documents could be produced without jeopardizing current ‘
X operations or informants and sources of coantimuing value. e
1 However, should the SSC request access to documents underlying

any of the items included in the memorandum, efforts will be
initiated to locate them and to determine the extent to and
form 1:9 thich SSC access to 'i:hem may be granted.
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The Attorney General

WOTE:

Response is based on memorandum Cassidy to Wannall,
dated 10/17/75, captioned “FBI Domestic Security Investigations,™
prepared by AFlf:vb, which contained a review of pertinent
material as located in INTD inspection reports from 1970 to
1975, |
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62~116395 December 10, 1975

U. 5. SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE TO

prepared in res

$8% UDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH
383 RESDECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES (SSC)
*s;gg‘
RS
288 ' Reference is made to the November 26, 1975, reguest
235 ©of thefssc for information in summary form, relating to
88 § instapces in which information obtained by the FBI was used
§§g effegtively to prevent violence.
Lo
§ :; 2 It is noted that the aforementioned reguest was
£8F _ received by the FBI on December 9, 1975. In view of the indicated
§-§"§~ urgency of the request, '{:he following iz}fomation, based on
gmgg readily available summaries of information believed responsive
S oo and/or pertinent, has been prepared. It has not been possible
S 8§35 within the limited time available to locate and examine
§ & S documents underlying the events described.
S 8.
<8BS It is not, therefore, known whether or not such
228 underlying documents could be produced without jeopardizing
T §§ current operations or informants and sources of continuing
¢, Vvalue. However, should the SSC reguest access to documents
ST E underlying any of the items inclunded below, efforts will be
£¥§ dinitiated to locate them and to determine the extent to
&8 g:: and form in which SSC access to them may be granted.
B oS
§'§§: A ILos Angeles racial informant in Decenber, 1969,
S8 § S furnished valuable information which was instrumental in
,§ Qﬁﬁ(ﬁ preventing deaths and additional bodily injuries in connection
2 St 8' with the confrontation between the Los Angeles Police
3 § § Department and the Black Panther Party (BPP).

Assoc. Dir: - A Detroit racial informant advised that the Wational

e o Cormittee to Combat Fascism headquarters in Detroit, a BPP

Asst. Digiy operation, had become a veritable fortress. The stockpilinhg
gdm‘"'i:—'—of weapons in that office included an arsenal of over 46

e ators WEapons and 4,000 rounds of ammunition, along with four sticks
Files & Com.0.f dynamite. )
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Ro: U. 8. SIIARL SELECT COZUITITE TO sTUDY
COVE!I....%ZIT’&L OPLRATIQLIS WITH NESPECT

TO INTDLLICENCE ACTIVITIES (50C)

iiami chetto racial informants were regponsible for the
identification of the principal suspects in four fire borbings,
and thiz information enabled local police to make the arrest
of the suspects and charge them.with first»&egrae arson,

A Claveland racial informant obtained advance information
concerning planned ‘racial violence. This was furnished to £he
police department which took appropriate preventive action.

In May, 1969, Hew Orleans and Jackson informants waxno
instrunental 1n.neutra11”1ng high order cxplosives which were in
This aection has probably saved lives
since the Xlan group involved has terrovized lcgroes in the past,

A Detroil recial informant furnished advance information
rogarding planned . ambush of Detroit police officers vhich
cnabled the Datroit Police Departmﬂnt to take necegssary action
to provent injury or death o the officers and rosulted in the
arrcst of eight persons and the seizure of a cache of weanons.

The infornant also furnished information resulting in the
leocation and confiscation by Burezu Agents of awprox 1mat¢ly 50
stichs of dynamite available to BPP and likely resulted in saving
of lives and preventing possible proporty danage.,

A Chijcago racial informant furnished information vhich
identified an individual who is a merber of the 3PP as the
parson wio raped and shot a housewife and then pistol vhipped her
hushand in Chicago on Decermber 25, 1870, The same Chicago
informant furnished information which resulted in the identifi-~
cation of an individual who vas responsible for the ruxder of a
police officer in Carbondale, Illinois.

A Springfinld ghetto informant furnished information
concevnlnq an individual vho was attometineg to sell explosives.
This information cnabled local authorities to apprehend the
individual and confiscate 100 pounds of cunlosives.

In informant of the Richrond Office reported a
conspiracy by loaders of the Washingeton, D, C., Chzotor of the
BPP and leaders of the Richmond Information Center (RIC), an
affiliate of the 8PP, to steal and transport vwceapons from
Tichmond, Virginia, to Washington, D. C.
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RE: U. S. SENATE SEIECT COI'MITTEE 70 STUDY
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH RESPECT
TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES (SSC)

As a result of this information developed and other
investigation, two of the BPP leaders in Washington and three
RIC leaders in Richmond, Virginia, were subsecquently indicted

4 by a Federal Grand Jury. Subsequent trial resulted in the
conviction of the two Washington, D. C., leaders and two of the
RIC leadexs.

Detroit extremist informants advised that a BPP nmember
was involved in a holdup killing in Detroit. He also advised
that this individual was carrying the same pistol used in the

v killing, which enabled the Detroit police to arrest the BPP
member, recover the pistol, and determine that this weapon was
used in the killing referred to above.

A Detrogg informant provided information which saved
two lives. This inforrant, who was a member of the BPP, was
instrumental in saving the lives of two BPP members who were

il being disciplined by the BPP. His information, when furnished
to local police, was responsible for the arrest of seven BPP mem-
bers, who were charged with kidnapping and assault to do bodily
harm less than murder.

A Memphis informant furnished information which prevented
a shoot-~out DHELWEEn members of the BPP chapter and the Memphis
|¥Police Department.

In July, 1971, a then recently developed mexber informant
of the black extremist “"Afro Set," headguartered in Cleveland, Ohio,
furnished us extensive information concerning criminal activitics
by this group, including information related to several murders
of whites which occurred in 1970. We furnished this information
to local authorities in Cleveland. Working in conjunction with
our Cleveland Office, the Cleveland Police Department instituted

13 an intensive investigation and in Oc¢tober, 1971, a local grand
jury returned secret indictments against six members of
“Afro Set,” including its leader, Harellel B. Jonass. In
Yarch, 1972, Jones received a life sentence following a trial
in which our informant was a key witness. Two other "Afro Set"
functionaries who had been involved in this murder plot pleaded
guilty and received life sentences.
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RE: U. S. SENATE SDILDCT COUMMITTEE Y0 STupy
COVLRIIITAL OPERATRIONS VWITII RUSPECT
0 INTELLICENCE ACTIVITINS (S8C)

The Secyot Arrmy Crganization {SAQ) iz an anticommunist,
ultroconservative, paramilitary organization founded in
Cctober, 1971, in San Dieqgo, California, by forrer members and
jo-supporters of the lfinutornen organization, Its purpose is to
[} ] - ] bl o .y 5]
conpduct urban gucerrilla-type warfare against “left-wing
grouns and suspcctod "enenmies of the Tmited Stateg.®

An a result of information furnished by a long-time
BI extromist informant, local authorities arrested eight
merbers of the SAC on charges ranging from attempted murder to
, the possession and storage of illegal quantities of gunpowder.
N Search worrants exacutsd in connection with these arrvests led
to the reocovery of a large cache of explosives, rifles,
handguns, a flane thrower, thousands of rounds of military
ammunition and a large quantity of extremist literature.

A liinneopolis informant obtaincd information on a
pronosed assassination of a narcotics agent. %his information
|, Vas given to Federal Burcau of Warcotics and the individnals
involved in the plot woere arrvested.

A Dotreit extremist indormont funrnished advance
inforration regarding a plot of the Clecaver Faction of thoe BPP
and a rorber of the Yhite Panther Party (WPP) to hijack an
airplanc and hold passengors as hostages for the purpose of

‘7cbtaining release of two jailcd BPP leaders. This information
rasulkted in the arrest of the PP merber, who attemvted to hijack
thae plane, and the arrest of others on a conspiracy dharae,

A Jackszson inforpant furnished information indicating
that Byron Pe La Deckwith, a noted Xiansman from Uldssissinmi,
planned to blow up the home of the head of the Antidefamation
Loague in Mow Orlesans. Imforuation from this informant enabled

\%Héw Orleans police to arrcest Beckwith in possession of a
suhstantial dvnanite bomb capoble of destraving nobt only the
hone of the intended vickin but those of surrounding neighbors.

A Totreolt informant furnisbed information concorning
a possible pian to kill police officers at the fueeral of an
)§ individual killed by police, s a result of information fron

B
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Qs ¥, O, SLHATY CONINCT COIITTRR 40 STEDY
GOUULIRITTIRAL CONRARICHS wI?l RaEspron
7O INTLLLIOINCE ACTIVIRILNS {552)

ouy informont, the Dotroit poliso romovad all uniformed
officors from the scons of the fuperal, thus aveiding a
notentially dangorous situation,

In 1972, ceven pordors of the orthodonr Tonafi

Tuslin sect in Washington, D. €., wore hrutally sarderod.
atrorist informants of the Philodelvhia Division contributed
ratexrially to the identificobion of the murderors, which

X zosulted in the conviction of six Mation of Islan (NOT)
vordors fron Philadeliphin, Porngyvivania, in late 1974 and
eariy 1373, %hese individuals reccived comsecutive 1ifc terns
robtalling 2 rdnicun of 140 years in prison.

In Junce, 1974, it wvas dotoermined that a vhite hake
activist, Fronh Dracer, planned o bord twvo hlodks of an
widentified city orn Tuly 4, I8%4, Drager, it lator Jdovelonmed,
way in nossemcion of diagrars of khe gowor epd wabter syetens
of Uashingbon, ., €., and planned to borb the Internal Novepue
Sorvice {IES). Bailding. After intensivo investigation, unlawfnl

1] filicht process was obtoined for Dragey, who wes vanted on local
cheeh charges, Ho was arrested with a awbor of asscaiates
in Mow Jorsey in lobke Juno, 1974, Thene individunls wore in
possesgion of nunoreus veavens and chemical conponents, Dragor
vas incarcerabad on loesd chargoes. This investioation was
instrurental in the provention of a bording and may hove saved
numarous lives.

On hogust 7, 1974, 2 dvnamite bhord wvos discovered in
tha United tHations DBuiliding in Now Yorl City. Inwviotigabion
identifing chanl Dalory Drovn, an affiliste of the vhite hate
dotioral Sociclist White Poaplets Parky (JSIPDP) and Xdentity

12 Grows {I2), a5 the atternéad bombor. Drowvn was convicted on
Bocorbyer 3, 1874 on Fedoral charges, inclnding the Interstake
Transportation of Turlosives. Tho extromist pattor investigation
of Broyn dircetly contributed to the succossful ¢onclusion of
this casa.

HW 55101 DoclId:323%8%9554 Page 8




RS: U, 8. SCUATE SRIRCT COIITTLE 70 SoUDY
COVERIIEITTAL OPERATIONS WITH RESPICT
TO INTELLIGENCE LCITIVITIES {SsC)

A Detroit, Michigan, informant furnished infiormation
reqgarding plans being made by the Black Panther Party (BPP)
to arrange a jailbreak of individuals incarcorated in the
wostchester County, HNew York, jail on bank robbery charges.
»? Data was Ffurnished local authoritics including prison officials
and necessary scourity steps were instituted to thwrart this
attempted jailbreak.

One of our coxtremist informents in the Mgy Naven,

Connaecticut, arca furnished information regarding the identity

of individuals involved in 15 arsons, including one which resulted

in a fatality. 7The informant also furnished advance information
vgregar&inq a proposed arson of a dwelling occupied by 18 porsons,

13 of vhort were children. This information was immcdiately

furnicshed to lecal authorities and undoubtedly was instrurm—untal

in saving a number of lives,

buring the latter part of 1874, a source determined that
an individual wras endecavoring to bomb a store in Portland, Orcaon.
This information was furnished to local nolice authorities,

i who were able to arrest the subjeoct without compromising the source.
heon arrested, subject was armed and in nossession of a
four-stick dynardts bomb. The subject was subsequently convicted
and sentonced to fifteen years in prison.

1 —~ The Attorney General

NOTE:

Material herein is based on memorandum Cassidy to
Wannal;, dgted 10/17/75, captioned "FBI Domestic Security
Investlgatlons," prepared by AFW:vb, which contained a review
of pertinent material as located in INTD inspeéction reports
from 1970 to 1975,

||1 . - 6 .
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" Ladgesee: SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE

t] L"Ifl;’ X1LHM [ Memo [T]Report dated 12[10/75
¥.S 4 Senate Select Committee (SSC). (11/26/75
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_ SSC request) /g, obtayiea
LM“ d 7L° /9/@(’08177‘ 1//0/9/7(@,/’?742va ranecl

{
Ongmatmg Offlce : FBI

Dehvered by: 9\ w L—véi%@/ﬁvi\nate /,9//6/7 9

Recelved by: ;;m

[ e @wﬁu%w%

Return this receipt to fhe Intelligence Division, FBI

ot o

— . - — - ]

ALL INFORMATIOI\T CONTAINED

Y

oK-)|, =
?
1

W 55101 DoeId:32989554 Page 10




« v 4

CLASSIFY AS APPROPRIATE

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE
BEFORE COMPLETING.

SII'TE:
Lo

TO:

Intelligence Commtfrlity Staff
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ATTN: Central Index

FBI

SUBJECT: Abstract of Information Provided to Select Committees
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1. HOW PROVIDED (check appropriate term. If a document was made available 2.
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3. TO WHOM PROVIDED (check appropriate term; add specific names if appropriate)
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give name or identification number of briefer,

Memorandun

CLASSIFICATION OF
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Information handling

8. SUMMARY (see reverse side before completing this item)
Specific instances cited regawding information obtained by
the FBI and used effectively to prevent violence,
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INSTRUCTIONS

e Type or print clearly in ink.

MR R
e Sy gt

Wf Pd te class1fréat10n of the abstract top and bottom.
ot n. 4,“ -n.“." g.‘p"‘lv.‘
® Date the abstract and put on any internal control numbers required.

v ,.'Ix (

e 'FROM" entry should clearly identify the organlzatlon providing the
information.

e If additions (as when a copy of document sent to SSC is later sent to
HSC) or changes to a previously submitted form are necessary, submit a
copy of the original abstract, with the change indicated.

SPECIFIC ITEM NO. 8. SUMMARY - enter brief narrative statement describing
substance of information and showing relationship to Intelligence Community
matters if appropriate. Any feedback or evidence of investigatory interests
should be noted. Commitments made to supply additional information should be
noted. Additionally, certain administrative information may be entered here,
e.g., restrictions on review of a document, if document was paraphrased, whether
interviewee is current or former employee, etc. If actual document or transcript
is provided, that fact should be noted and no summary is required. Additional
pages may be attached if necessary.
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Honorable Nicholas;‘.

Associate Director#
#Investigation ' -

Federal Bureau o
Wasnington, D. ;ég 20535

&
Dear Nick:

Attached is a copy of a letter I

wrote to Senator Church yesterday. Hope - ]
B R AR T I Sad
it does more good than harm. S

BEgszn B JR o 1819
Best wishes.,.. i
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Robert L. Shortleyh
310 North Pitt Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

December 9, 1975

Senator Frank Church
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Church:

Taking the liberty .of presuming on our short past acquain-
tance, I am writing you to express my deep concern over the
tragic adverse criticism being levelled at the FBI in the
news media as a result of current congressional inquiries
into United States intelligence operations.

As you well know, ninety per cent (90%) of the work of
the Bureau is concentrated on the investigation of violations
of U. S. criminal statutes over which the FBI has primary
investigative jurisdiction. Your committee and the other
committees of the Congress now looking into the activities of
the Bureau are therefore examining and criticizing the work
which constitutes a very small percentage of their overall
‘responsibility. Not to stress the long and successful history
of the Bureau along with the few mistakes (the Congress itself’
has had its share) they have made over the years is, I think,
unfair and not in the national interest. Just one example of
the effect these stories are having occured Sunday, November 30th,
when the Washington Post carried a letter to the Editor entitled
"The FBI Discredited”. That letter followed testimony before
Congressional committees relative to the FBI, ‘much of which was
unfair and misleading. The letter itself, I'm sure you will
agree, contained not one fact but was filled with per301al vitt
perations against the FBI and its officials.

Secondly, you know and I know, as a former congressional
investigator, that each and every witness is interviewed by
committee staff members long before he formally appears before
the committee. For the life of me I cannot understand why
a reputable and responsible congressional committee would
allow testimony to -be put on the record when it had already
been denied by officials of the FBI and was, in fact, untrue.

I refer, for example, to statements made by Mr. Rowe last week.

This Nation is in grave danger of hav1ng its greatest

‘1aw enforcement agency (FBI) unnecessarlly destroyed based on,

%ommoncomﬁm! : twcm Q? [637¢’l/q X{

DATEMMY

MO R-

, R [
4w 55101 DocId:32989554 ge 14 [FQLB“““E - ]-cJ 3 } . \ /

v e Yt 0 4 e TR S e e b e e




. 3 @ N
Senator Frank Church '
“December 9, 1975

Page 2

3

at least partially, untrue and/or unsubstantiated statements
of witnesses.

"I urge you, Senator, to be fair and judicious. To my

~mind the current rash of congressional hearings have not been
that. ‘

Proper and effective law enforcement cannot be realized
without the full voluntary cooperation of the citizens of this
country. Congressional hearings and the news media are dis-
troying that bond sometimes for nothing more than political
ambition, financial reward or basic dislike of law enforcement -
agencies themselves. ‘ |

I am taking the liberty of forwardiﬁg a copy of this
letter to Senator Tower, my two Senators and my Congressman.

\ Réspeqtfully yours,

: - Robert L. Shortley )

LWSEl[Jl DocId:325%89554 Page '15

L






